SWA Academic Advisor Write-up on this Pressing Global Issue:

The tragedy in Darfur is one of the greatest challenges the international community faces today. The UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has called “the unspeakable violence” being waged against the people of Darfur “a global issue, and not simply an African problem," that demands the whole world’s attention and action. The United States has said the Darfur violence constitutes genocide.

After years of low-level conflict between Arab nomads and non-Arab farmers over scarce resources in arid Darfur, African tribal rebels (mainly the Sudan Liberation Movement/ Army [SLM/A] and the Justice and Equality Movement [JEM]) launched a revolt in February 2003 accusing Khartoum of neglect and arming marauding Arab militias, known as Janjaweed, to loot and burn non-Arab villages. In the ensuing 19 months of fighting, about 50,000 Darfurians have been killed. Countless reports of the systematic rape of women and children have been cited. Nearly 1.45 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 are refugees in neighboring Chad after leaving their home villages because of violent attacks by Janjaweed militias. A lot of deaths linked to disease or malnutrition in crowded, filthy camps for the displaced have occurred. 

On May 26th, 2004 the Sudanese government and the African rebels signed several major peace protocols, aimed at ending 20 years of civil war. The African Union (AU) assumed the responsibility of enforcing the ceasefire but not with much success.

In his remarks to the UN Security Council on Sept. 24, 2004, Mr. Annan stressed the importance of resuming the AU-organized negotiations between Khartoum and the two Darfur rebel groups for a political settlement. "The humanitarian emergency in Darfur is growing, and much, much more needs to be done to mitigate it," Annan said, adding that the world must back an expansion of the existing AU mission of monitoring forces to help make the civilians safer. “We must give the African Union our unwavering support in word and deed. But this will require substantial international resources – logistics support, equipment and financing. Every country that can help must help, and thereby give content and meaning to our own words of concern.” Annan called “on the entire international community to make unambiguously clear to both sides that we firmly expect them to resume negotiations for a political settlement in Darfur, and that they must bring to the table the spirit of compromise necessary to reach agreement.”
 
